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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Michael Fritschi, Director of Operations 

Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
 
From:  Ryan Stolfus  
 
Date:  June 30, 2023 
  
Re: Clementia Reservoir - Water Rights Analysis 
 
 

This Memorandum summarizes our analysis of the water rights associated with Clementia 
Reservoir (Reservoir) located within the Rancho Murieta Community Services District (RMCSD) and 
how to continue to maintain a water diversion and use record to optimize Clementia Reservoir as part of 
the municipal water system.  We understand that RMCSD has used Calero and Chesbro Reservoirs as the 
primary municipal water supply reservoirs, however, Clementia Reservoir is authorized by Permit 16762, 
as described below, as part of the municipal water supply system and is intended to be a part of the 
municipal water supply system.  The use of Clementia Reservoir as part of the municipal water supply 
system is required to optimize use of water under the permit and increase the total amount of water 
available to RMCSD to reliably serve the community.   

 
The State Water Resources Control Board’s (State Water Board) online database shows that there 

are two appropriative water rights associated with the Reservoir, License 13285 (Application A023419) 
and Permit 16762 (Application A023416) filed concurrently with each other on December 19, 1969.   

 
The following information was reviewed in preparation of this Memorandum: 
 

• Information obtained from the State Water Board water right files for License 13285 (Application 
A023419) and Permit 16762 (Application A023416). 

• State Water Resources Control Board eWRIMS electronic database. 
• U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle for Folsom SE. 
• Google Earth and U.S. Department of Agriculture aerial imagery of the Reservoir and vicinity.  
• Monitoring records provided by RMCSD staff. 

 
For reference, we are enclosing a copy of water right License 13285 (Exhibit 1) and Permit 16762 

(Exhibit 2). 
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Appropriative Water Rights 
 

We have reviewed the State Water Board files for water right 13285 (Application A023419) Permit 
16762 (Application A023416) and found the rights to be in good standing. Recent State Water Board 
annual water use reports have been filed with the assistance of Wagner & Bonsignore.  Following is a 
summary of the appropriative water rights associated with the Reservoir: 
 
License 13285 (Application A023419) 
 
Owner of Record:  Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
Priority Date:   December 19, 1969 
Storage Collection Season: November 1 to May 31 
Water Source: Unnamed stream (natural watershed area of Clementia Reservoir) 
Purpose of Use:   Recreational Use 
Place of Use:  Clementia Reservoir  
Storage Amount:    1,047 acre-feet 
 
Status: 

License 13285 authorizes the collection of up to 1,047 acre-feet of water from the upstream 
watershed that naturally flows into the Reservoir. The only authorized use for this water is recreational 
purposes at the Reservoir. Water collected pursuant to this right cannot be used as part of the municipal 
water supply. 

 
Permit 16762 (Application A023416) 
 
This summary only details Permit 16762 in relation to Clementia Reservoir.  Permit 16762 also authorizes 
direct diversion of water and storage of water in Calero, Chesbro and Lower Lakes that is not the focus of 
this memorandum. 
 
Owner of Record:  Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
Priority Date:   December 19, 1969 
Storage Collection Season: November 1 to May 31 
Water Source: Cosumnes River 
Purpose of Use:   Municipal, Recreation, Industrial, and Irrigation  
Place of Use:  Service Area of Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
Storage Amount:    Total of 4,050 acre-feet (combined for all storage reservoirs), 

 including 850 acre-feet in Clementia Reservoir 
 
Status: 

Permit 16762 authorizes the diversion to storage in all three reservoirs referenced above including 
up to 850 acre-feet of water annually from the Cosumnes River (River) into the Reservoir.  The only water 
that can be used from the Reservoir for municipal purposes is water that originated from the River that 
was pumped into the Reservoir. 
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 Analysis of Historical Pumping from The Cosumnes River to Clementia Reservoir 
 
 The table below shows the record of diversion of water from the River into the Reservoir since 
2013, pursuant to Permit 16762, that is authorized to be used for municipal purposes.  
 

Clementia Reservoir 

Year River Water Diverted to Reservoir 
(acre-feet) 

2013 10 
2014 84 
2015 150 
2016 137 
2017 109 
2018 153 
2019 132 
2020 150 
2021 169 
2022 15 
2023 130 
Total 1,237 

 
 Approximately 1,237 acre-feet of River water has been diverted into the Reservoir since 2013 and 
is held in storage for future use in the municipal water system, however, no water has been pumped from 
the Reservoir to be used in the municipal water system. Please note that Reservoir capacity, including 
water lost to annual evaporation, is the limiting factor as to how much River water can be stored in the 
Reservoir.  You cannot physically store more River water in the Reservoir than its capacity as any excess 
River water would be lost to spilling over the dam or evaporation.  As stated above, Permit 16762 allows 
for a maximum of 850 acre-feet of water to be diverted from the River into Reservoir annually.  
 
Water Diversions to the Reservoir Authorized by Permit 16762 

 
Based on the RMCSD monitoring data, in most years the Reservoir does not fill from its own 

watershed pursuant to License 13285.  River water is required to be pumped, pursuant to Permit 16762, 
to fill the Reservoir to full capacity.  

 
Water has been pumped from the River into Clementia Reservoir and is held in storage. As such, 

a record of diversion has been made, however, a record that demonstrates the use of that River water from 
the Reservoir for municipal purposes is required to optimize Permit 16762.  River water that is stored in 
the Reservoir must be put to beneficial use in the municipal water system to maintain the authorized use. 

 
 We trust the foregoing and enclosed provides you with the information you requested.  Please 
contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Encl. √ 
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